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Austin raises irrigation water rights issue 
Area farmers are being 

urged to attend a hearing in 
Austin on Friday in which the 
City of Austin is claiming the 
LCRA has no rights to use 
river water for irrigation. 

Nearly four years after the 
Texas Water Conunisfion en­
tered a final determination for 
water rights in the Colorado 
River, including water rights in 
the Highland Lakes, the City of 
Austin filed an application for 
rehearing to contest the 
rulings. 

In the notice of final deter­
mination dated in 1981, the 
water commission said such ap­
plications must be filed by 
August 29, 1986, and 
established the date of August 
80. 1986. to act on such ap­

plications. 
That hearing will be held at 

10 ajQ. this Friday in Austin in 
room 118 of the Stephen F. 
Austin Sute Office BuUding. 
1700 North Ceogress Avenue. 
Monday during Colorado Coun­
ty comntissioner's court, county 
judge Lester Cranek discussed 
the application, and suggested 
that urmers should plan to atr 
tend in large numbers. "I think 
those (water) commissioners 
would be influenced if they saw 
some farmers sitting out there." 
Cranek said. He suggested 
several car loads of fuims atr 
tend, and commissioner Bill 
Stiles suggested all the oona-
missioners and the judge should 
attend u well 

The final detennination.ordtr 

that gives LCRA the right to 
use the wat«r. was written 
before the quasi-tovenunental 
agency purchiued the Lakeside 
Water Division from Wintm--
mann and Company two years 
ago. Therefore, the legal 
documents provided to The 
Headlight refer only to watm 
used '̂ from the C<dorado River 
for irrigation of lands served by 
its CLCRA) Gutf Coast Water 
Division." It is aMumed that 
any future order also would af­
fect the Lakedde Division that 
now is owned by LCRA. and 
abo affect the privately held 
Garwood Irrigation Ca since it 
buys water from LCRA. 

Austin's application for a 
rehearing eUimi the Texas 
WaUr CommisBion'a final 

l|mlrU0l^t 
determination contained five 
errors, ineludiag the provision 
«»e«n>iBg irriptioo water. 

BuieaUy it diins the water 
fommisston erred when it did 
not reeogniaa the city's rights 
undCT the "Spedai Act of iWl." 
A u ^ is asldiig fcr recognition 
of the act to aUew it to maintain 
Tom MOler Dam and Lake 
Austin, and to divert and use 
water from Lake Austin for 
municipal and hydroelectric 
purposes. 

It aska the eommission to in-
create the time given the dty 
to use water from Lake Austin 
and Town Lake for municipal 
demand to satisfy the city's 
proketed aseds to the year 
9080. iBMeMi of the yMtf aoao 

as in the determination. 
It also asks the eommissioo 

to expand the city's rights to 
use watar for indvistrial cooling 
at two generating stations. 

Also, the city said that 
LCRA's granted right to nee 
TSljOOO acr»4eet of water from 
Lake Travis and Lake 
Buchanan fcr other than hjrdro-
electric power should be sub­
stantially reduced. 

In disniseing the water lor 
irrigation, the Austin ap­
plication asks that if the com-
misaion doesn't agree that the 
LCRA has no irrigation water 
rights, it should at least sub­
stantially reduce the ""T^vn 
annual amounts and rates of 
diversion. 

In aeneral, the appiieatfaa 
\jt the eeaBBaissioa dedaioas 
I hi violatioa irf tirnrtitiitfanMil 

or stirtutary pre îsieiia. that 
they are bi eaeeas «f statatary 
aathority of the agea^. that 
they wore made ipoa nlawftil 
procedure, and that tli«y are 
not reosoaabiy nqiportad by 
substartfaJ ertdenee in view of 
the reliable and pretetive 
evideaee in tha reeord. It alM 
flaime tha order was arfaitfay 
or capriciaas or charaderiaed 
by abase (Of diacretioa or dearly 
uBwarranted exerdaa ti 
diaeratioe. 

The eaasfliieaion eouU deny 
the apfriieatioo. or grant the 
applicatioa and sat a rahearing 

Condemnation for airport suggested 
A new tax rate for the City 

of E^gle Lake was adopted 
Tuesday by dty coundL 

At the same meeting, coun­
cil was urged to use its 
powers of condemnation to 
acquire the property needed 
to expand the runway at the 
municipal airport here. Coun­
cil appeared very cool to the 
idea with mayor Elmer 
Struss suggesting that 
negotiations should continue. 
Council also has appeared 
cool to any other airport 
suggestion, induding puting 
tile question to voiara in the 
form of a bond vote. 

The land at the end of the 
runway is owned by Joe 
Frasar, who apparently has 
agreed to sell it for $2fiO0 an 
acre only if his entire 140-plus 
acre tract is purchased in one 
Mock. However, no one ap­
pears willing to take action on 

the proposal, and Struas said 
Tuesday he didn't think air-

Krt improvements would 
Ip industrial growth in the 

area. 
Speaking as a represen­

tative of the chamber of 
commerce board. Dr. Russell 
Thomas said after the 
meeting he told council the 
board feels the afai>ort im­
provements are crudal to the 
efforts in the area to improve 
employment prospects and 
attract industry. He told 
eoundl it ahould continue 
negotiating in good faith, but 
shouht that fhil. consider con­
demnation. The needs of the 
many outweigh the needs of 
the few," he said. Becky An-
deraon suggested that if 
council wants to continue 
negotiating, it shouM also set 
a deadline for starting eon-
demnation proceedings. 

There was no aetioo taken. 
On other chamber 

suggestions, Struss asked dty 
numager Robert Klockman to 
inveatigate whether tha dty 
hu enough right of way to 
build a ddewaft on the waat 
sfale of Cemetery St from the 
northern edge of the Masonic 
Cemetery to Center St. 
During rainy weathar, 
students walking to school 
must walk in the street. 

The chamber also 
ooundl to take action againat 
the railroad to gat the 
Sonthera Padfie right of way 
akmg FM 102 cieaaad op. 
Struss told the chamber to 
write a strongly-worded let-
tar to the dty, and the dty 
would send that letter and a 
dty letter to the raifroad. 

The new tax rate will be 
.2796 cents, with the rate last 
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Rice school taxes higher 
After two motions 

rejected Monday bi 
nmjority of the 
sehMlboanLa 
the tax rate 
apwoved. 

The board akb aparoved the 
budget ior thŝ  196U6 school 
year, diseusaad the new por­
table boiMiag at the Eagle 
Lahi Primary School, and lear­
ned that one of the three 

tiooal home-economics 
at Rke High haa sub-

bar reaignatioa to take a 
position i»C<h—hna>. 

about the budget of 
„ ^ rea for the new seheol 
tsar that pr ĵeeU total coats at 
IS.6 milUon. That indudes 
cafeteria ravenuea. federal 
prognuH, and debt retirement 
The kml operating portion of 

k projected to be l U 

74<ents Ux for each HOC 
taxable property, the district's 
revenues are projected to be 
$6.4 million. The load tax 
produces about |2J mOlioB, 
while the state Ueks in about 
$2.2 million. Revenue from 
other souresa, such as cafeteria 
revenue, other local soureea. 
and federal funds make up all 
but $200,000 of the difference 
between revenues and expaa-
ditures. This year the board 
expecta io use about $aOOjDOO of 
the revenue it invests each 

two portable 
boildiags (one that te being ( 
atmeted this SapUmber at 
Eada Lake Priaiary School. 
aad another the district 
probably will have to bofld asxt 
summer, also at ELMS, to haa-
dis the new state iii|uinmsnt 
for a pra-kiadsrgarten tor 4-
yearold disadvantaged yontU 
aad |80;000 for a aew bns barn 
(probably to be built at Bice 
Hi^iSdod) that will help the 
distriet make room far the ara-
Undargarten daaam for Gar 

21: 
much as 
ia investment aeeounts, bat the 
Rice distriet keeps leas than 
two months on hand. 

The new budget indudes 
$86,000 for a new achod bus. 
meuiing the distrirt will have 
purchased one new bus three of 
the hwt four years; $80,000 for 

ee thoaa had 
by board maoih 
i^rfcshops hdU 
Frits Laopeld eaDsd it a 
promise bodgat 

For tbelSsMe schod year, 
the distriet had expeaaae of $6J0 

OonMMied on I 
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Szymansici officially named to replace Mac Jones 

expaasea 

yn^^^^«.u Students can pick up Class 
schedules at MkUle SclKxri 

Colorado County com-
missioners worked on a short 
agenda Monday that induded 
such items as officially acting 
on the resignation of Mac 
Jones. Justice of the Peace in 
the Eagle Lake area, and 
discussion of the upcoming 
Colorado County Fair. 

Jones, who last month gave 
commissioners his letter of 
resignatimi, officially reoigned 
effective Sept 1. On a motion 
by eommisdonar Bill Stiles, the 
county accepted the resignation 
"with regret" 

It then appointed Mary Lou 
Siymanaki as his replacement 

\ 

25TH Anniversary 
Here are the winners in tha poster contest aponsoired by the 
Udles Auxiliary of the Eagle Lake Volunteer Fire Department In 
hor>or of their 25th anniversry. Front row, from left, Shara 
GMser, first piace, and Kristi Gerlson, third place. Miss Gertson 
alao is holding (to her left) the second place poster by Chris 
Toliver, not pictured. Standing, from left, Shar>e Glaiser, second 
place; Todd MaschecK, third place, and Kimt)eny Powers, first 
place. To celet>rate the 2Sth anniversary, the Ladles Auxiliary is 
aponaorlng a dance Saturday, Sept. 7 from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the 
Eagle LaKe Community Center. Muaic will be t>y David Kiel, diac 

-}oclwy: Admiaalon is M per peraon and ticknti era avBllabla 
from any auxiliary member. Proceeds are used to benefit the fira 
department. 

to serve the remaining year in 
Jones' term. She has worked hi 
Jones' office for nesrly six 
years, and hu served for the 

Eaat two years aa Acting 
lunidpal Judge for E a ^ Lake 

when Joneo was absent Last 
year the judge was abssnt for 
several monUis due to OlneM 
and an operatkm. 

Mrs. Siymanaki will be 
sworn into office at 10 ajn. 
Tuesday, Sept 8 by county 
judge Lester Cranek. Com­
missioners asked Jones to atr 
tend their Sept. 28 special 
meeting to allow them to honor 
him for his many years of ser 
vice. 

As for the county fair. TJ. 
Smith, president of the 
Colorado County Fair 
Association, adviaed com-
misdoners about this year's 
^ir, and aaked for thdr con­
tinued support Commissioners 
usually see that the association 
has help in setting up the fair 
grounds, and agreed to do so 
again tUs year. Judge Cranek 
told Smith he has invited the 
county judgea and com-
missioners from adjoining eoun-
ties to ride in the fair parade 
scheduled at 11 am. Saturday. 
September 14. The fair is held 
at the fairgrounds in Cdumbus 
from Sept 18 through Sept 16. 

In other business, com­
missioners: 

•Diacusaad the county's tax 
rate H wiU set at ito first 
meeting next month, scheduled 
Sept 12. Commissioners sre 
concerned that Congreoe may 
reduce or eliminate federal 
revenue aharing funda. If the 
county budgeto the $176j000 the 
county uanally receives from 
federal revenue shariag, aad 
dossn't get the money, it may 
cause budget problema. 
Th««fore. tnmmisatwisrs are 
trying to decide whether the 

4ax tttn âhottU cover that 

to Larry SoUnsky for bi-
stallatioB of a computer 
program that will aUow the 
eooBty tax assessor-collector's 
office to computerise the coun­
ty's voter registration list. 
There are about 10,000 
registered voters. 

•Approved the placement by 
the American Le^on in Cdum-
bua of a plaque on the eour 
thoose to honor World War One 
veterai|s. Commissioners 
previoualy approved a plaque to 
be placed by the DAR for Vietr 
nam and Korean veterans. 

•Hired Pam Black of Eagle 
Lake to work two days a week 
in the county aodnilaaoe ae-
eounting ofBce aad three days 
in the eounty DPS offiee. Her 
job will be to see that ambulan­
ce runa are paid, and to update 
tha state's computer records 
concerniBg unpaid traffic 
vktUtion warrants. 

The 196M6 clan schedules 
for Rice High Schod wiD be 
issued on Thursday, August 29. 
Students living in the E a ^ 
Lake area are to report to the 
Eagle LakeMkMle Schod betr 
ween 8 and lOM am. on Thur 
sday; students in the Garwood-
Nada area are to report to the 
Garwood schod between 11 and 
12 am. on Thursday, and those 
students ia living in the 
Sheridan area are to report to 
the Sheridan sehod between 1 
and 2 pm. on Thursday. 

StodaaU need to be dressed 
to meet schod drees code when 
picking up thefr dam schedulea, 
Studento will only he sDowed to 
pick up their own schedule. 

A freshman orientation will 
be held at Rice High Schod lor 
iacoming ninth grade students 
between 1 aad 8 pm. on Friday. 
August 80. This will give new 
ygh schod students an oppor 

tunlty to become familiar with 
the hi^ sehod buikling aad 
meet with thefr taadHTS. 

Students amVor parenta with 
queationa may eontact the Ugh 
sehod conaaelors for infor 
matkn. 

Primary School room 
mothers mett today 

The aaotbars with naOs fai 
gmdss 1.2. i aad Mrs. Dwnsirs 
room win meet ia the 
homeroom of their child's 
teacher at S946 pja. on Thur-
aday. Septeadior & The Un-
dsrgsitan pareats wil meet at 
11:46 am. the same day in the 
Undergartan buOdiag. 

The dam partlM this year 
win be oa October 86. Deoaai-
bsr 80 aad February 14. AB 
partiea will begin aa hour 
tMiore regular dismissal tims. 

amount of I 
•Approved payment of 1400 

Tips for safe school bus riding 
With achod starting next 

week here are a few tips to 
safeguard our children. Tips 
tar safe achod bus ridinr 

1. Leave home early 
eaougb to arrive at your bus 
stop oa tims. 

1 Wah for your bus to a 
ssfe phkca: woB «ff the read-
way. 

8. Enter your bus to an or 
dorly manner, and take your 
SMt 

4. FoBew ths tostradioaa 
d year ached bos driver. 

6. RaoBBto to yoor seat 

9. Be courteous to your 
schod bus driver and fellow 
passengers. 

10. Be alert to traffic whoa 
leaving the bus. 

11. Walk to your bos stop 
- avoid parents drivtog you 
there. 

I t When waiting for 
hue. deat start p k ^ 
run toto the 

18. Waft uhtiT tre~6«» 
toa full stop aad door 

trytog to get 

17. After Isaviag a boa. go 
around to the frvnt Watt for 
tha driver te sigaal yea 

18._Watch for on-coming 

tha roadway. 
19.ThedMverdthebasis 

tart ^lylag and are on Ws or isr baa. i»ey 

,.m»a »r. IMM~~ - Faranm oNaaa ^ s ^ ^ i ^ 

while yoor bus is to motion. 
8. b a n year hssd aad ar-

BM teds ths bos at •H 

14. If you are oa the 
b of the rood whea ths 

arrives, watt for tha has 
to sigaal jrou to seas. 

16w Don't posh and tag at 

1. at al the 
IC Dan't talk to the drivar 

It 

titt 
tiaa for safe sehod baa rUtog 
lAtt y«m child aad aak Wm 
sr bsr la laara the schod has 
Mver'saama. 

Tear ddU 
stand that aahaal 
to a prirflsgs aad 
to mmttoaa fUiag eaa he 
Biibiiasa M erdsr aad esn-
dndtooaraly. 

LstTs have a safs and en-
^MMa rids to and from 
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